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‘I have found my voice’

SLAMbassador participant

SLAMbassadors UK is the Poetry Society’s pioneering youth poetry slam championships and the longest running slam in the country. In 2014 we are looking to develop the programme in 18 schools across Brent, Camden and Ealing. The 2-day workshops are completely free to all participating schools.

Since 2002, SLAMbassadors UK has worked with children in schools across the country, including some of the most challenging areas. In that time it has shown a marked impact on the lives of the young people it has engaged with, and has received a citation from the Home Office as recommended arts practice for working with hard-to-reach young people – as well as being the country’s top talent scouting championship. Teachers have noted a distinct improvement in student engagement following SLAMbassadors workshops, and we are working on curriculum-based resources to accompany the programme which will be available in early 2014. 

“With a number of [students] it’s had a real impact on their performance back in the classroom and their achievement, certainly on their engagement and their motivation.”

Lindsey Thomas, School Improvement Consultant, Buckinghamshire County Council

The programme begins with a teacher training session with two teachers from each school to explain the programme and to introduce ideas about using poetry and creative writing in the classroom.

Poet coaches from the SLAMbassadors team then spend two full days of workshops in each school working with a group of 25 students. Workshops target students that are most in need of support and are led by professional spoken word artists. Our potential funder is very keen to engage with look after children and young travellers, so we will aim to engage these communities, but also to work with other vulnerable groups.

The SLAMbassadors workshops engage with participants to explore diverse forms of poetry, investigate the theme of ‘Identity’ and lead to pupils writing their own pieces. The workshops demystify poetry and writing, and develop a creative environment that will lead to powerful performances.

“Working with SLAMbassadors has inspired both teachers and pupils and has contributed to an improvement in results at GCSE”

Mary Kelso, School Improvement Officer, Liverpool

Workshops will take place in 18 schools across Brent, Camden and Ealing and will build towards a local slam final for young people to perform their pieces, which will be held on July 17th in the Arts Theatre in the West End. The final will be a celebration of young people’s achievements in front of their peers and invited guests.

Following local slam finals taking place around the country, well-known poets and spoken word artists will select poets to take part in the national slam final held at the Southbank Centre in central London on October 31st. National winners receive two days of intensive workshops before performing alongside that year’s judges. Former judges have included Benjamin Zephaniah, Linton Kwesi Johnson, Scroobius Pip, Hollie McNish and Dizraeli.

During the course of the programme all participants are introduced to a network of dynamic emerging spoken word artists. Notable SLAMbassadors alumni include Chris Preddie OBE, Anthony Anaxagorou and celebrated poets Jay Bernard and Kayo Chingonyi. Both performance and publishing opportunities are offered to short listed artists.

A typical day of workshops is as follows:

Performance by the spoken word artist

Context: artist’s career and the history of UK spoken word. 

Stimulus: Observational Writing

Poetic techniques

Free Writing – around the theme of Identity. Life stories.

Drafting and redrafting

Performance techniques

Costs

There will be a small charge per teacher to attend the teacher training session, but workshops and other project activity is offered to schools for free.

Intended project timeline:

22 May – twilight INSET session for two of your staff 

May-July – workshops in schools

17 July - Arts Theatre, West End – London regional final

October  31st – National Final, Royal Festival Hall
To find out more about SLAMbassadors UK and about previous participants go to:

http://slam.poetrysociety.org.uk
http://www.youtube.com/thepoetrysociety
http://www.bbc.co.uk/blast/slambassadors
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