
Why does Sally never go to the 
cinema?



Our Context
• Special Needs School

• All-Age (2-19)

• 235 learners

• Wide attainment Range: P1 to N/C Level 4!



Our “twin pillars” of cultural 
education provision

Cultural 
Development

Cultural 
Entitlement



DfE Funding for Cultural Education 
Resources

.

Plans or "intentions" for building "new 
pathways" and "stronger bridges" for 

quality cultural education.

Embedding 
our new 
'Creative 

Curriculum

Finding new ways for 
cultural education to 

"bridge" mainstream
and special provision 

and build 
personalised 

pathways. 

Developing leadership 
capacity of cultural 

Education Champions



The Resources

Resource One: Film Club Toolkit
Resource Two: Case Studies of 

innovative strategic 
partnerships

Resource Three: Learning Walks 
for Arts and Heritage Sector 

Professionals

Resource Four: Curriculum and 
Assessment Frameworks to 

support creative development

Resource Five: Professional 
Learning Resources 



Resource One: Film Club Toolkit



Resource Two: Case Studies of 
Partnership Working

• Central School of 
Speech and Drama.

• SHAPE Arts

• David Brook, puppeteer.

• https://www.youtube.c
om/watch?v=TxIp1x64i
Kw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TxIp1x64iKw


Resource Three: Learning Walk Case Study



Resource Four: Curriculum and 
Assessment Frameworks







Swiss Cottage, PMLD, SLD/MLD, Mainstream

EYFS 5-14 Post-14

Age-based Needs-Based Age- based

Needs-based Needs-based Needs-based

Age-based Age-based Age-based



Year 2-9

Year 9-13
Post-14 

Curriculum 
for most Upper School 

Learners

Informal 
Curriculum 

(Profound and Multiple 
Learning Disabilities)

Semi-Formal 
Curriculum

(Severe Learning Difficulties)
Formal 

Curriculum 
(Moderate Learning Difficulties)

Post-14 Informal
Curriculum for some

in Upper School.

Post-14 

Formal 
Curriculum 

for some
In Upper School





Our Learning Cycle



Our Progression Planners

We have been developing 
“assessment-without-levels” 
around notions of “cultural 
development” and “cultural 
entitlement”



Tracking on SIMS Assessment 
Manager



Resource Five: Professional Learning 
Resources

Over 500 initial teacher 
trainees have been asked 
to share a memorable 
learning experience from 
their own childhood

Main Themes:
1. Creative Expression
2. New encounters
3. Overcoming Barriers
4. Morality Tales



To what extent do our resources support our three initial 
intentions and have an impact as a teaching school?

Plans or "intentions" for building "new 
pathways" and "stronger bridges" for 

quality cultural education.

Embedding 
our new 
'Creative 

Curriculum

Finding new ways for 
cultural education to 

"bridge" mainstream
and special provision 

and build personalised 
pathways. 

Developing leadership 
capacity of cultural 

Education Champions

How can we develop 
things further 
through ‘the Big 6’?


